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Text as Image tackles the liminal space between reading and viewing. From the early conceptualists, 

passing through the Pictures Generation, typography has been reified as a privileged tool in the 

production of thought and image. Text-based art continues to be today a vibrant way of escaping the 

imperialism of the icon. At the dawn of an immanent new “pictorial turn”, the current exhibition is 

excessively verbal, looking into the performative quality of the written word: from its profusion in concrete 

and visual poetry to its total dissolution in some rare examples of completely “white books”. Text as 

Image features artists’ books by Marcel Broothaers, Dieter Roth, Joseph Kosuth, Hanne Darboven, 

Richard Prince, Sherrie Levine, Martha Dermisache, Endre Tót, and Fionna Banner, among many others. 

 

Text as Image is the third show in a series of artist’s book-related exhibitions co-curated by Tiane Doan 

na Champassak and Larisa Oancea at Studio 454 Venice. 
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199 copies, numbered 81 
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2000 copies 
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Rikisprentsmidia Gultenberg, 1974 
232 copies, signed and dated 
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